Honors Economics  - Mrs. Montano


kerry.montano@tusd1.org
mrsmontano.weebly.com
Course Overview:  Economics is the study of choices.  How do we satisfy our wants and needs with limited resources.  Throughout the semester, students will ask and answer questions to discover how resources are allocated by individuals, businesses and governments.  After an introduction on economic thought, students will study individual decisions in Micro economics and will later look at the United States economic policies in Macro economics.  Additionally, personal finance topics such as saving and investing will be covered.

The textbook for the course is Economics Principles and Practices by Gary E. Clayton, Ph.D.   Although we have a textbook, we will often rely on outside resources and readings.  The textbook is a valuable reference tool and if you have trouble understanding a concept, go back and read the section in the book. I highly recommend that you check out www.reffonomics.com and other economic websites, especially when you have difficulty with the material. 
Respect: Discussion of personal opinions, individual beliefs and controversial ideas is central to this course.  Every student must feel safe to speak his or her mind, ask questions and disagree with the rest of the group.  Dissent is an essential part of democracy.  We can disagree on ideas and substantiate our views with evidence while maintaining the dignity of others.  That said, please understand that I will often challenge your ideas, not because you are wrong or because I disagree; rather it is to help you learn to support your ideas, to understand the complexity of these issues and to see other points of view.

Grading:  You will earn your grade by participating in class, turning in class work, homework, projects and tests. Grades are updated weekly.  I encourage you to check your grade online.

 Class assignments, homework 


20%

Quizzes, tests and projects   


65%

Final Exam





15%

Grading Scale:




90% - 100%

A




80% - 90%

B




70% - 79%

C




60% - 69%

D




59% or below

F

* Plagiarizing another person’s work as well as copying another student’s assignment or test will result in a 0 for the assignment.  After a consultation with the teacher, a parent phone call will be made and other disciplinary action may follow. 

Participation:  Active participation is important.  This involves sharing your thoughts in class discussions, listening and responding to other students’ ideas, contributing to group work and coming to class prepared and on time.

Syllabus:  All assignments and due dates will be posted online.  Most power points are also online.  The password for the power points is penguin.

Assignments:  All work is due on the due date.    If you know you will be absent or you are absent for more than a couple of days, get your work before or while you are out so you do not fall behind.  You have 1 day for every day you have an excused absence to make up an assignment.  If you get the flu and you are absent 4 days, you have 4 school days to make up the assignment.  If you are absent because you have a Dr. appointment, you have 1 day to make up the assignment.  You will lose 5% of your grade for every additional day you require to make up work.
Materials:  You will need a dry erase marker and wiper, a folder for your stock project, a 3 ringed binder and college ruled notebook paper.  You will need to keep all notes and graded assignments in the notebook.    You may use pencil, black or blue pens.  Please save the colored pens and markers for revisions and projects. You should also have a few colored pencils or makers for graphing.  
Notebooks:  It is important to have a notebook with notes from power points, readings and class assignments.  All notes should be dated and in the Cornell format.
Projects: You will have a minimum of 2 projects during the semester. Information on upcoming projects will be discussed at the beginning of the unit. We will spend minimal class time working on the projects, the bulk of the assignment will be done on your own. Some projects require a presentation or participation in a simulation.  You will receive a 0 on that portion of the project unless you have an excused absence. 

Tests and Quizzes: You will have quizzes ranging from 10-30 points every one – two weeks to make sure you understand the concepts covered in class and you will be tested at the end of each unit.  Tests are worth up to 100 points.  If you miss a test, please see information under assignments for details about make up dates.  There will be opportunities to improve a unit test grade if your grade is a C or lower.  

Homework:  Home work will either be listed on the syllabus or it will be the continuation of a class assignment. All homework should have your name, date and class period in the upper right-hand corner.  Homework must be legible. Assignments turned in late will receive a maximum of 50% up to 1 week late. Assignments turned in later than one week will receive less than 50%.  Some homework assignments will be computer based, such as assignments from the St Louis Federal Reserve website and project research. If you do not have internet access at home (or if your internet is extremely slow) you need to find alternatives.  The library has computers and is open during conference, before and after school.  Also, public libraries have computers you can use.  Refer to the syllabus for computer assignment due dates.  ***Do not plan to do the computer assignments on your smart phone.
Extra Credit:  You will have opportunities for extra credit at the end of each unit.  You may earn up to 20 points of extra credit for the semester as well as 5 points for each unit test. Extra credit will be in addition to your assignments, not in place of an assignment.  All extra credit assignments are due the day of the unit test and will be collected before the test begins.  No late extra credit will be accepted.
Classroom Procedures:


1. Homework will be turned in at the beginning of class.  Anything turned in after 
I  pick up work is late.

2.  Take out your notebook and other materials for class.  Cell phones should be in your backpack and turned off.  You may bring a water bottle to your desk but no food. 

3. Please plan to use the restroom or get drinks before class.  If you have a long way to travel between classes, I understand this may not always be possible.  Should you need to leave class for the restroom, sign out by the front door and ask me for the hall pass.  You may not leave without permission and only 1 student at a time may be out of the classroom.

4.  There will be no talking at all during tests or presentations.  The test begins when the first student receives their test and ends when the last person is finished.  You may not leave the classroom during a test. If you finish your test early you may take out some other homework and work silently at your desk.


5. It is a good idea to have bottled water with you in class -  the brain functions much better when it is hydrated.

Tutoring Time: I will be available before school ( I am usually here around 7:15AM)   If this time is not possible for you, please see me and we can work out a time after school. I will be available most Mondays and Tuesdays until 4PM.

Donations: I always appreciate copy paper donations, post it notes, glue sticks and tape ( Later in the semester we will research stocks and compete to see who has the highest performing stock portfolio.  At the end of the project, the person from each class who makes the most money will receive a prize.  If you are able to donate a gift card ($5 – $10) for the winners, that would make the assignment more fun. 
Everyone can be successful in Economics.  Follow directions carefully, do all of your assignments on time and pay attention in class.

Students and Parents:  Please read all 3 pages, sign this sheet, detach it from the syllabus, and return to me by Friday, August 14, 2015.






Thank you,






Kerry Montano

I read and I understand the expectations of me in Mrs. Montano’s Economics class.

Student’s signature: _______________________________________Date:___/___/____

Parent or Guardian’s signature:_______________________________Date:___/___/____

